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TALES FROM THE MYTHOLOGY 
UPANISHADS 


The word Upanishad literally means ‘sit down near’ for the student had 
to sit close to the teacher to receive instructions. Perhaps, what brought 
the two still closer were the stories the Guru narrated. These stories 
provided a meaningful context for the topics under discussion. They 
also demonstrate that in those days knowledge was not the monopoly 
of any select group. Thus Janashruti, the ruler of the land, approaches 
the cart driver Raikva, with humility, to seek the highest truth. 
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= SHVETAKETU* 


Б. 
iN А HERMITAGE DEEP ІМ THE FOREST ¿IVED THE LEARNED SAGE, UDDALAKA ARUN, WITH HIS SON, 


SHVETAKETU. 
БАЕ = 
5% ХУ SuvETAKETu НАЗ 


ҒА! 
ШАТ. „ ! 
ча Ва TURNED арм”. 


HE MUST NOW PURSUE SHVETAKETU, MY CHILD, 
THE STUDY OF THE \ PLEASE COME TO 
SCRIPTURES. u 


| IT 15 TIME FOR YOU ТОО, 
\ TO TREAD THE PATH OF 
> LEARNING. 


EXCEPTION, 
STUDIED THE 
SCRIPTURES 
AND IMBIBED 
THEIR 

MEANING. _ 


Ж FROM CHHANDOGYA UPANIS HAD 


1 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 
ЗНИЕТАКЕТИ LEFT HIS FATHER'S HERMITAGE 70 
STUDY UNDER ANOTHER 
LEARNED RISHI. 


TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS 
0, SHVETAKETU, SHVETAKETU, HOW DID YOU 
HOW YOU HAVE FARE IN YOUR STUDIES 
AT THE GURUKULA? 


SOON AFTERWARDS — | / GO FORTH SON, AND COME 
BACK BRIGHT AND 

RESPLENDENT, WITH THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE 


UNDER HIS ABLE GURU, SHVETAKETU READ THE SCRIPTURES AND LEARNT THE SCIENCES; 
STUDIED PHILOSOPHY AND MASTERED THE ARTS. 


| [ very WELL, O FATHER! 

| HAVE MASTERED ALL THE 
ARTS AND SCIENCES AND 
| KNOW EVERYTHING 


THAT CAN ВЕ KNOWN.-- 


| | WHAT PRIDE! SUCH CONCEIT 
1S BORN ONLY OUT OF 
IGNORANCE... THIS BOY 


HAS NOT GRASPED THE 
ESSENCE OF THE SUPREME 


- [ 
AT THE END OF TWELVE LONG YEAR ae 1 | у DEAR CHILD ,ЧОЧ SAY 

| == TF | ; 

| AT LEAST, SO HE THOUGHT. Š , SHVETAKETU HAD LEARNT ALL THAT THERE WAS TO LEARN | чои KNOW EVERYTHING 


yo | WISDOM BY WHICH WHAT 
| І HAVE NOW MASTERED } б, — МЫ юинкнОжч BECOMES 
NEAPLY EVEPYTHING ТНАТ : | в KNOWN; WHAT 19 UNSEEN 


А MAN CAN STUDY! 


Ж SALUTATIONS 


PRAY, FATHER, DO 
TELL ME WHAT THAT 
KNOWLEDGE IS--- 


П IS THE LUMP OF CLAY THAT, WHEN 
FASHIONED OUT IN A CERTAIN 
SHAPE, BECOMES A VESSEL, 
AND WHEN GIVEN ANOTHER 

SHAPE, BECOMES A 


OF CLAY 

BY KNOWING А NUGGET р ВЕ 
КОШУТ IS MADE OF GOLD CAN BE 
KNOWN; AND Ву KNOWING A 
PIECE OF IRON, 


OF IRON CAN BE KNOWN! 
Ф) 


ALL THAT IS MADE 


л 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


WELL SON, LOOK AT THOGE 
POTS AND TOYS — ALL OF 
THEM ARE MADE OF 


S0 THE ESGENCE OF ALL 
SUCH THINGS IS CLAY. THE 


THEREFORE, MY CHILD, YOU MUST 
GET TO KNOW THE ESSENCE OF ALL 
THINGS — THE ONE THING THAT 
EXISTS IN EVERYTHING IN 

THIS UNIVERSE- 


TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS 


JUST AS THE RIVERS DO 

NOT REMEMBER WHAT THEY 

WERE, SO ALSO ALL CREATED 

BEINGS DO NOT KNOW THAT 

THEY HAVE ISSUED FROM 
TRUTH. 


THESE RIVERS, MY CHILD, PROCEED 
FROM THE EAST TOWARDS THE WEST, 
THEN FROM THE OCEAN THEY RISE 
IN THE FORM OF VAPOUR AND 
DROPPING AGAIN, MERGE 

INTO THE ОСЕАМ.,, 


LOOK AT THE TREE IF YOU WERE TO STRIKE AT THAT 
OVER THERE. TREE, IT WOULD DISCHARGE A 
LITTLE SAP. PERVADED BY LIFE, 

IT WOULD CONTINUE TO DRAW 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


“BUT WHEN ПЕЕ FORGAKES ONE OF ITS BRANCHES, EACH BRANCH 
П DRIES ИР” 


FORSAKEN BY LIFE, 
U x > 


TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS 


WHY CAN'T | SEE 
THIS BEING WHICH 
IS ALL-PERVASIVE? 


DRIES UP. 


WELL SHVETAKETU, Ч | 
BRING ME A FRUIT 
FROM THAT 
BANYAN ТРЕЕ. 


“WHEN THE ENTIRE TREE IS FORSAKEN BY 
LIFE, THE WHOLE TREE DRIES UP.., 


vee THAT WHICH DOES NOT 
DIE 15 ATMAN. YOU ARE 
THAT ATMAN, WHICH 8 


BREAK OPEN A 
SEED, SON. 
ае 


ALL-PERVASIVE - 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS 


IF THERE 15 NOTHING IN THE SEED, 
HOW CAN THAT NOTHING Give 
RISE TO A MIGHTY BANYAN 


EARLY THE NEXT MORNING, S 
FATHER WITH THE РОТ: 
CAN YOU SEE THE 
SALT YOU PUT INTO 
THIS POT LAST 
EVENING. 
SHVETAKETU 9 


"А 


ft 


THEN WHAT IS THAT \/ THAT, ЭНМЕТАКЕТИ, IS THE 
|"SOMETHING” WHICH ESSENCE OF ALL THINGS: 
WE CANNOT SEE, THE ATMAN— THAT 
FATHER ? PERVADES THE UNIVERSE, 
YOU TOO ARE THAT, 
œ „O SHVETAKETU! 


KNOW THAT IT EXISTS ? 


21 : А 


IN WATER. 


í 


ЭНУЕТАКЕТИ DIPPED А FINGER IN THE MIDDLE OF 
THE POT AND TASTED THE WATER. Ф THE SALT YOU PUT IN 


` IT YESTERDAY. 


/ KEEP IT ASIDE FOR NOW. 
BRING IT TO ME 
\ TOMORROW MORNING: 


< a 
жы ч 


POT OF WATER | 
WITH SALT IN 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA | 
THIS OMNIPRESENT ESSENCE Х/ “° 


— 
SIMILARLY, SHVETAKETUs 


вит 
| CANNOT / YOU CANNOT SEE THE 15 ATMAN, THAT PERVADES 
ЗЕЕ П. ESSENCE. BUT IT IS EVERYTHING- YOU ТОО АРЕ & 
m ALWAYS PRESENT THAT, O ЭНМЕТАКЕТИ. / 
\\ EVERYWHERE. 2 


FATHER... ра 


= 


= 


"® / ... YOU HAVE HELPED 
ME GAIN THE KNOWLEDGE 
| | WITH WHICH THE UNKNOWN 
ЖА BECOMES KNOWN, THE 
в, 5. UNSEEN BECOMES 
Ма” ` SEEN... 


TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS 


RAIKVA THE CARTMAN" 


HE BUILT REST HOUGES ALONG THE ROADS OF HIS 


KINGDOM , 
PROVIDED 


WHERE FREE FOOD AND LODGING WERE 
70 TRAVELLERS. 


Ж FROM CHHANDOGYA UPANISHAD . 


HE ALSO BUILT HOSPITALS AND HOMES TO САРЕ 
FOR THE SICK, THE NEEDY AND THE AGEING. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA | 


¿AND HE TAXED HIS SUBJECTS FAIRLY. QUITE 
NATURALLY JANASHPUT] WAS PLEASED WITH 

| HIMSELF FOR HAVING DONE 50 MUCH FOR HIS 
| KINGDOM, 


GLORY TO KING 
JANASHRUTI- 


ONE EVENING WHILE HE WAS XING 
RELA 
TERRACE OF HIS PALACE — Т „А 
. } y 


МВ FAME SPREAD FAR BEYOND THE BORDERS OF 
MAHAVRASHA. UNFORTUNATELY IT DID МОТ ТАКЕ LONG 
70 TURN HIM INTO AVAIN MAN. 


АН! IT IS 1 WHO АМ 
PROVIDING FOOD TO ALL THESE 
PEOPLE. HOW MUCH MERIT | 
HAVE EARNED. THE DEVAS 
TOO MUST BE PLEASED 
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HEY, YOU SILLY BIRD! 
BEWARE OF FLYING 
ОМЕР KING 
JANASHRULTI: >: 


ME LIKE THAT. HOW 
CAN YOU SPEAK OF 
KING JANASHRUTI 
AS IF HE МЕРЕ 
GREATER THAN RAIKVA 


|. -- THE BRIGHT BAND 


OF LIGHT THAT EMANATES 
FROM HIM, DUE TO 
THE GLOW OF HIS FAME 


WHO IS THIS RAIKVA OF 
THE CART, WHO HAS 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


F RAKVA! | MUST 
SEND MY MEN 
Е TOMORROW TO FIND 
А ол WHO THIS 
У RAKVA Б, WHERE 


WAKE UP, О SAVIOUR 
OF THE MASSES! 


2 | А оС 


> 


4 ARISE, О PROVIDER 


ARISE 
OF THE MILLIONS!! 


Е STOP! 
N SIOP ALL THIS 
FALSE PRAISE! 


YOU SHALL STOP PRAISING ) / WHAT IS IT, MAHARAJ? 
ME THUS FOR | AM NOT WHAT BOTHERS OUR 
BENEVOLENT 
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А MASSIVE SEARCH WAS SOON LAUNCHED TO LOCATE 
RAIKVA.THE KING’S MEN COMBED THE KINGDOM FOR 
МАМУ DAYS. AT LAST, ONE DAY— 
RAIKVA? 
HAVE YOU HEARD OF THE CART 
OUT RAIKVA, THIS МОБТ| | А MAN CALLED и DRIVER? 
PIOUS OF ALL МЕМ. КАКУА? р 


ARE YOU КАКУА OUR KING WISHES 
THE CART DRIVER? ТО МЕЕТ Y0U. 


RAIKVA DID NOT EVEN BUDGE FROM HIS 
PLACE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
wHAT DOES ОЦЕ 


Г) WORTHY KING SEEK “ 
FROM AN ORDINARY 
N LIKE HIM- 5 
Л 


NEXT MORNING, JANASHRUTI STARTED FOR RAIKVA'S 
VILLAGE WITH AN ENTOURAGE OF HIS MEN. HE TOOK 
WITH HIM AN IMPRESSIVE ARRAY OF 600 COWS, A GOLD 
NECKLACE AND A CARRIAGE AS А GIFT ТО RAIKVA- 


1 HAVE HEARD OF YOU Speers | 
AS ONE WHO HAS ү 7 
EARNED GREAT MERIT, 
ONE WHO HAS / 

LEARNT ALL THERE / 
16 TO LEARN AND 
ONE WHO KNOWS 
BRAHMAN. 


/ 


JANASHKUTI“S DELIGHT KNEW NO BOUNDS WHEN НЕ WAS 
TOLD THAT RAIKVA HAD FINALLY BEEN FOUND- 


MAKE PREPARATIONS TO LEAVE 
IMMEDIATELY FOR КАКУА’5 
VILLAGE. 


ARRIVING AT THE VILLAGE, JANASHRUT 
INTRODUCED HIMSELF.— 


О WISE RAIKVA, | SHALL 
PRESENT YOU WITH 600 


N x COWS,THIS SPLENDID 


\ NECKLACE AND THIS 
‚ CARRIAGE AND WHATEVER 


TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS 

PLEASE IMPART TO 
ME THE SUPREME 
KNOWLEDGE OF 


KNOWLEDGE 15 NOTA 
COMMODITY. IT CANNOT BE 
BARTERED, BEGONE 

О JANASHRUTI. YOU ARE 
NOT YET READY TO 
RECEIVE THE SUPREME 


CONVINCE HIM THAT | AM 

REALLY KEEN TO 
RECEIVE THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE 


О IGNORANT KING! 
THE KNOWLEDGE OF BRAHMAN 
CANNOT BE 

PURCHASED. 


A DISAPPOINTED JANASHRUTI MADE HIS WAY BACK TO THE 
KINGDOM, AT ONCE SAD AND HUMBLED. 
— — 


ОМ REACHING THE VILLAGE, HE PROSTRATED 
BEFORE THE WISE RUSTIC. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


| BLESS YOU, O 
VIRTUOUS JANASHRUTI. 
ALL THE KNOWLEDGE 
THAT 16 MINE’ SHALL 
NOW BE YOURS. 


О WISE RAIKVA, LAST 
TIME | CAME TO YOU 
AS А KING. 


THIS TIME, RAIKVA SAW THAT THE KING HAD LOST 
ALL HIS VANITY AND THE GENUINE DESIRE FOR 
KNOWLEDGE WAS EVIDENT FROM HIS EYES. 


---с----- 
~ 


ONLY THE HUMBLE 
CAN PERCEIVE THE 


„Вит 1 HAVE SHED МУ 
ROYAL EGO, AND | 
SURRENDER MYSELF 


AND THEN RAIKVA , DRAWING JANASHRUTI 
CLOSE ТО HIM, SPOKE AT LENGTH — 


THE SUPREME KNOWLEDGE CANNOT 
BE IMBIBED UNLESS ONE HAS 
SHED QNE’S EGO. _ 


ANN 5 7 


NOW THAT YOU ARE HUMBLE, 
| WILL INSTRUCT YOU 
ABOUT THE SUPREME 


AND SO SAYING RAIKVA 5 
АССЕРТЕР 
VANASHRUT! AS HIS DISCIPLE. 
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WHEN THE DEVAS WERE НОМВІ Ер" 


THIS STORY WAS TOLD ВУ AN ANCIENT RISHI TO HIS DISCIPLES TO ILLUSTRATE HOW ВРАНМАМ, THE 
SELF-EXISTING, ALL-PERVADING POWER, RESTORES ORDER IN THE WORLD WHENEVER EVIL AND 
DISORDER SEEM TO PLAGUE IT. 


LONG AGO, THE DEVAS HAD 
A WAR WITH THE ASURAS** YOu 
KNOW, AS П USUALLY HAPPENS THE 
GOOD LACK STRENGTH AND THE 


„АМО WHEN THE DEVAS BEGAN ТО LOSE 
HEAVILY, А FEW OF THEM PRAYED ТО 


4... AFTER DAYS OF FIERCE FIGHTING, IT 
| | SEEMED THAT THE ASURAS МЕРЕ 
GETTING THE UPPER HAND FOR THEY 
WERE STRONG, UNPRINCIPLED AND 
RUTHLESS ... 
“7 
А ) \ М 


О ВРАНМАМ IF YOU DO NOT 
HELP US IN THIS WAR, ONLY 


THIS EARTH. COME TO OUR 
AID,O DIVINE FATHER, 


% Ж TRADITIONAL ENEMIES OF THE DEVAS 


19 ЖЕРОМ KENOPANISHAD . 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 
„= 
во FORTH AND FIGHT 
WITH ALL YOUR MIGHT. ONLY 
; С А соор CAN TRIUMPH 


( 
S Aa! Z IN THE END. 
== >” 
ШЕ с, 
лү, у — 


$ 3 te 
А 


ж 

(>) ; 
Яя М 
г 


УУ 
СҚА 


5 
= 
< 


"OVERJOYED WITH THEIR VICTORY THE DEVAS CELEBRATED WITH GAY ABANDON. 


\ ча 


А. 


= 
И Ыс 7% 
<: Фа 22 


„Гү 
| 4/47 
at Way A 


Т, 
ФА 


TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS 


THEY ATE, ORANK AND MADE MERRY FOR DAYS, и... UNTIL THEY WERE INTOXICATED BY THEIR 
WEEKS, AND MONTHS +. SUCCESS — 


72 WE'RE 
THE VICTORY 15 / THE 


GREATEST! /! 


ТНЕ DEVAS YES. NEGLECTING THEIR +“ AND EVIL AND DISORDER 
ATTRIBUTED THE DUTIES, THEY WENT ON PREVAILED EVERYWHERE - 
VICTORY TO 


AND ON WITH THE 
CELEBRATIONS. SOON THE 
WORLDS THAT THE DEVAS 


RULED BEGAN ТО FALL INTO 
RUIN ~+- 


THAT IS WHEN BRAHMAN 
THEMSELVES, 


INTERVENED ONCE 
IN AGAIN. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS 
А * CAME OUTSIDE THEIR 
THEIR MERRY MAKING, A YAK SH: 
TONE DAY AS THE DEVAS WERE IMMERSED IN 


THEN PLEASE COME FORWARD 
AND BURN THIS BLADE OF 
GRASS—REDUCE IT y 

TO ASHES. 


[ 

YES, PLEASE BUPN ; | 

THIS BLADE OF | 
GRASS. 


WHAT? THIS 


= 


| J қ 
сү 1 

3 РЕ 

а (| 


Me — AND AGNI ИТИ HIS MIGHTY POWERS 
йы; 


ORDERED THE FIRE TO BURN UP THAT 


60 AND к. тты Ñ 
THIS BEING IS AND WHAT 


"ATER HAVING FAILED 70 INCINERATE THAT SINGLE BLADE, НЕ WALKED BACK ТО THE PALACE 
ФЕЧЕСТЕО AND HUMBLED. HE WONDERED WHO THIS STRANGE 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА TALES FROM THE UPANISHADS 


!удУ/ TOO WENT BACK ТО THE PALACE THE WAY AGNI HAD — FATIGUED AND HUMBLED 847 NOT 
REALISING WHO THE YAKSHA WAS. 


1 CAN BLOW >, 

AWAY ANYTHING \ 

FROM THE | 
FACE OF THIS 


1 АМ VAYU, 


A THE LORD OF 
к я THE WINDS. 


ТНЕН WILL 
YOU PLEASE 
TRY AND BLOW 
AWAY THIS 


“INORA LOOKED HERE AND THERE FOR THE YAKBHA BUT COULD 
NOT FIND HIM. INSTEAD HIS EYES FELL UPON UMA, THE 
GODDESS OF SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE, WHO HAPPENED TO 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


= THEN UMA SPOKE — 


DID YOU SEE THAT 


te Он INDRA! IT'S A SHANE 
THAT EVEN YOU, THE KING 

OF THE DEVAS, COULD NOT 
REALISE WHO THAT 


,. / BRIGHT, SHINING BEING 
N WHO STOOD HERE UNTIL A 
«СКД LITTLE WHILE AGO? 
в WE 


A WHERE DID HE GO? 
7) WHO WAS HE? 


м 


) 


\ IS 


POSSESS GREATER 
POWERS THAN 
AGNI AND VAYU? 
THINK, 0 KING 


YOU ARE 
BLESSED, INDRA, THAT 


YOU HAVE NOW REALISED 
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~w 

YOU HAVE HAD — ]) | "REALISING THEIR FOLLY, THE DEVAS 
ENOUGH OF SETTLED DOWN TO А MORE 

) CELEBRATIONS OF 

YOUR VICTORY. IT IS 

| NOW TIME ТО GET 


HE APPEARED THUS IN 
FRONT OF YOU ONLY TO 

BRING YOU BACK TO YOUR 
SENSES, O DEVAS. 


BACK TO THE 
ONEROUS DUTIES 
OF RULING. 


BRAHMAN HAD 

ONCE AGAIN BROUGHT 

ORDER AND METHOD 
INTO THE WORLD. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE BOLD BEGGAR’ 


YA AND ABHIPRATARIN KAKSHASENI WERE TWO SAGES WHO LIVED IN A HERMITAGE IN THE 
лынса аа MOST OF THEIR ПМЕ WORSHIPPING VAY, THE GOD ОҒ WIND- 


A 


* FROM CHHANDOGYA UPANISHAD. 


кА 


LEARNED 

SIRS, COULD 
YOU TELL МЕ 
WHICH DEVA 


you 
WORSHIP ? 


“АКО THAT PRANA 16 ALL 
THAT MOVES AND DOES 
NOT MOVE ; ALL THAT IS 
VISIBLE AND 
INVISIBLE... 
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VAYU,THE WIND 
GOD. НЕ 15 ALSO KNOWN 
AS PRANÀ OR THE 
BREATH OF LIFE. 


NOW, RESPECTED SIRS, 
COULD YOU TELL ME TO WHOM 
DID YOU MAKE THIS 

FOOD - OFFERING? 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA са 
IT IS PRANA THAT PULSATES \ 
IN ME, AS THIS HUNGRY BODY | YOU SPEAK THE 


ONE TOON 


IF PRANA PERVADES THE 


“p eng OF мне STANDS ш ONE STORY 
ONE EEN сама 


А PART OF THE UNIVERSE... 


| BEFORE YOu AND 
AM | NOT? fo 


BRAHMANA? 


eas 


I 112230, Tab 


TINKLE PRESENTS, 
FOR THE FIRST У 7 
TIME EVER, е 
LONGER, LOONIER Z 
АОУЕМТИРЕФ OF 
YOUR FAVOURITE 
TINKLE TOONS. 


Ах 


THEN О REVERED RISHIS, ІМ 

DENYING ME FOOD, YOU ARE | 

DENYING PRANA FOR WHOM | 

YOU HAVE PREPARED | 
THE FOOD- 


Ж 

г grab your сору— | 
ий your nearest bookstore 
98 On to: www.amarchitrakatha.com 


AND THE GAGES, WHO 50 FAR НЛО 
SCRIPTURES, REALISED THEN Т, 
IGNORANCE, THEY GLADLY SH а, SPIRIT BEHIND THE WORDS. ASHAMED AT THEIR 


THEIR FOOD WITH THE YOUNG ВРАНМАМА? : 022 40497435/36 | 
: Customerservice@ack-media. com 


ONLY UNDERSTOOD THE LITERAL MEANING OF THE 


